Know No Man after the Flesh
I want to bring you along with me on the unfoldment that came this week.  It started with a simple contemplation.  I was remembering that Joel on one of his talks, told us that in speaking of error, we could give it any name we liked, any name at all so long as it meant nothing or nothingness.  And I was contemplating that, pondering that, looking at the statement, “This that I am looking upon, this that I am seeing is a deceptive state of thought, a nothingness.”  And so I was pondering that statement; any form of error that I look at, any form of error that touches my consciousness, this that I am looking at is a deceptive state of thought, a nothing.

This is a spiritual universe and only Spirit is here.  Therefore I can relax and rest and the awareness of Spirit dissolves the image in thought.  The awareness of Spirit is our offense and our defense it says in ‘The Art of Spiritual Healing.’  So for a couple of days, every time error touched my consciousness, I sat down and had a little period where I worked with the inner realization that this is a deceptive state of thought and I can give it any name I like so long as it means nothing.  Any name at all; hypnotism, mesmerism, world-thought, mental images, a deceptive state of thought, an illusion, Maya, the belief in two powers, the belief in good and evil, nothingness.  I can give it any name I want so long as it means nothingness, even soap bubbles, so long as it means nothingness. 

On the second or third day of looking at that, I had an inner realization that my personal self, the person that was born, the human being, is not here.  Only Spirit is here.  And I only had a little time to work with that before I had to go to town and run some errands.  As I got into town, the first place I stopped, the lady asked me for my name and I told her my name; Bill.  And of course, my entire lifetime and I am 53 according to the calendar—of course we know that is only the human being—but in all the time that I am aware of, in this life experience, the name Bill has never meant anything to me.  It doesn’t even feel like mine, it feels like somebody else’s.  As if I am saying Joe Stanalosky; I mean I know no such person with that name.  That is how the name on the birth certificate, that is how it feels to me.  It has never felt like mine.  Even as a child, it has never felt like my name.
So this lady, this kind lady, asked me for my name and I gave it to her and I was thinking about that as I left there and went over to the Post Office.  When I got to the Post Office I waited in line and when I got up to the counter, there was another nice lady and she had a name tag on, and the name said, “Gidget.”  I said, “Gidget, huh?  I haven’t seen that name since the television show.”  “Ah,” she said, “that is exactly who I was named after.”  And within twenty minutes there, twice the subject came up of names.  So as I was walking back to my automobile, I was thinking, now that is strange—names, why are names coming up?    And then it occurred to me I had been working with; you can give it any name you like so long as it means nothing. And so the wheels started to turn within me and I thought, “Well, maybe that is why the name Bill has never meant anything to me,” and I started to realize all of the people that I know, I can give them any name I like so long as I realize it means nothing.  

Ah, now we are getting somewhere.  So that stuck with me and throughout the day I contemplated that.  When we see a human being out here, any human being, we can give them any name we like so long as we recognize it to be nothing because only Spirit is here.  This is a Spiritual universe, not a human universe.

So I turned that to my Self in my meditation that night:  I can give him any name I like so long as I realize that it means nothing.  And the next piece that came was, I was reading John, I believe it is Chapter 16 and I read in there, Christ Jesus was saying, ‘If I go not away, the comforter can not come unto you.  It is expedient for you that I go away.  For if I go away the comforter can come unto you.’   And I took that into my meditation along with this ‘you can give him any name you like so long as it means nothing,’  ‘For if I go not away, the comforter can not come unto you.’
Oh, wow, wait a minute, yes of course, this was not an external experience in the Scripture, this again is an internal experience and the Christ is telling us, if the human being, the name, goes not away, the Comforter will not come.  If my personal identity goes not away, the experience of my true identity will not come.  This threw me into looking at some of Paul’s statements, because Paul, on the road to Damascus, was blinded with the realization that this voice of Christ he was hearing, was not in a fleshly body, was not in a personal self, and that was almost too much to handle, but then Paul realized at the same instant, and I am not in a fleshly body, I am not a personal life.  ‘I live yet not I, Christ liveth in me.’  And it blinded him, it was such a deep realization, it blinded him to this world and to a personal sense of self.  It was such a strong experience that he went everywhere, all over the country, all over the countryside and to several little nations saying, “Henceforth know we no man after the flesh.”  Henceforth know we no man.  Henceforth know we only Christ. 
So all of this came together for me within, in the inner realization that any personal self that you look upon including your own personal self, you can give it any name you like, Adam, so long as you recognize it is nothing.  For when that self goes away, the comforter shall come unto you, your own Christ identity shall come unto you, for I and the Comforter are one.

And this has been my meditation these last couple of days before this talk.  You can give it any name you like so long as you recognize it is nothing.  This is a deceptive state of thought.  This personal self with this silly name is a deceptive state of thought, a nothingness.  Only the Comforter, the Christ is here, for I and the comforter are one.  And the comforter liveth my life.

Our mission now becomes the mission of erasing the personal identity, the human self, any human self anywhere.  From now on, it is not our mission to improve that self, we are not to sit down to meditate and add to that self, supply or health or wealth or companionship, employment or anything else.  We are to erase, rub out that human self.  

I know this is difficult.  If this path were easy everybody would be on it.  But the way is strait, the path is narrow and few there be that find it.  Are you one that is going to find it?  That is the great discovery that will blind you to this world and reveal that you are not in flesh.  Just think of it; a world in which no one is in flesh; a world in which you really do know no one after the flesh.

This is our work.  And I know the mind immediately jumps up with all sorts of questions:  “How do I live not in the flesh?  How do I deal with other people when I know that there is no one in the flesh?  How do I do this?  What does it feel like to live not in the flesh?”

Everywhere you go you seem to bump into the wall.  And yet, the comforter will teach you all things - that is the promise from the comforter itself.  So these questions are not answered in a talk, these questions are not answered in a book; these questions are not answered in a lecture or a retreat.  These questions are answered within yourself as you step out on the waters and begin to experience a life outside of flesh.  I have come that you might have life and life outside of the flesh.  We must take this into our inner temple and meditate on this and contemplate this and ponder this. 

This, my human self, born on this date with this name, could have any name at all, but I know that it is nothing.  I of myself am nothing.  This is a deceptive state of thought; nothing.  If this goes not away, the comforter will not come and so in my meditation, the human self, the personal self, the self with a name, the self that was born, must go away.  And this it does in the realization it is nothing.  This is a Spiritual universe, this is a Spiritual Self and only Spirit is here.  And Spirit lives Itself as Itself, Omnipresent.  

Here in the inner temple, you, you deceptive state of thought, be still.  Father, raise up that Christ Identity.  Christ lives Itself.  Be very, very still so that you may behold the Comforter living you.  The Comforter lives as you, pouring out Itself everywhere.  I and the Comforter are one, in this knowing that any other name is nothing.  There are no human beings on earth, not one.

I lives Itself.  I.  I am the only Presence.  I am the only Life.  I have always lived, I will always live, and I am living now.  There are no flesh beings.  There is only Spirit.  Spirit, fulfill Thyself.  Reveal Thyself.  Spirit is.  Spirit is.  Rest in that.
Behold I, the Comforter, shall make all things new, including you.  The world has missed the Christ.  Even when Jesus walked the earth the world could not see the Christ because the world looked at flesh.  That is why the Christ said, “Have I been so long a time with you and you have not known me?”  This is your inner Self speaking to you; you who believed that you were flesh, so many years old with such and so a name.  All of that is nothing.  “Have I been so long a time with you and you have not known me?”  In quietness and confidence you experience My Presence.   In stillness, I come out of the tomb and reveal My Identity as your identity, as all identity, as One. 

 Stop trying to add something to this nothingness that you have given so many names.  Adam gave everything names but all of those names are still nothing.  Stop trying to add something to one of those names which are nothing.  Let the I come forth and live Itself, pour through you, as you, in you.  Let the I come forth, let the I be lifted up, the I be lifted up.

Listen to what was said in ‘Consciousness Transformed,’ the 1963-64 Hawaii Hotel Talks.  This was one of the very last talks that were ever given.
It is not easy to stop thinking in terms of human beings.  It takes the grace of God to make the transition.  (This is what you are being asked to do—make the transition.)  It takes the grace of God to make the transition, but at least you must realize that you would not be hearing these words and you would not be responding to them but for divine grace.  It is true that not all who heard the Master speak rose to this demonstration, and perhaps not all who hear these words will.  But, perhaps later!  I feel I must have heard these words from the Master, but could not rise to the demonstration.  But I finally made it!
He is telling us he made it to the demonstration where he was able to stop seeing human beings.  And so this is not something I thought up, this is not something a person thought up.  This came to me in my inner temple.  This Christ spoke through me, this Christ spoke through Joel and this Christ spoke through Paul and this Christ is always speaking, if you have the ears to hear. 

 And which are you?  Are you the seed that was planted in stony ground or are you the seed that was planted in fertile soil?  Will you take these principles and practice them?  Will you rise to the demonstration?  As he says so eloquently, “if not now, maybe later.”  For the Christ will bring this to your attention again and again and again. 

 I’m telling you I was not reading a book, I was not meditating, I was standing in line at the Post Office when it was brought to my attention from within, out.

This is what is meant by ‘I stand at the door and knock.’  That is this I bringing Itself to your attention.  ‘Will you let Me live?’  That is, will you lay down your human sense of life and all human sense of life?  You can give it any name you like so long as you recognize it is nothing and in that recognition, rest back and let Christ liveth in you and as you.  Be a beholder of Christ living Itself, the Invisible manifesting, pouring forth, speaking, loving, being, where you are.
This is our work.  This is the labor that we have taken up and the harvest is plentiful because the harvest is your very own Christ Identity.  Infinite Life, Eternal Life, Immortal Life, now you know none of those adjectives are true of any human identity with a name.  Henceforth the only name you have is I.  And anyone you look at, the only name they have is I.  And if it helps you, you may say that silently with as many as you see each day.  I.  It was suggested to us that we even see an ‘I’ that is the letter ‘I’, capital ‘I’, over each person.  It doesn’t matter which trick you use, the point is that you cultivate your consciousness to no longer see human beings.  And whether it takes a year or two, or five or ten, you arrive at the place where all flesh has disappeared and your consciousness sees only Christ, only I.  I and the Comforter are one.

Today you have been given the tools, the principles to work with.  If you are looking for supply, companionship, health, or any other thing, this class, this talk is not for you.  You might as well, when it finishes, go ahead and delete it and find another teacher, another teaching because this is perhaps not what you are looking for.  And I and we cannot help you with what you are looking for.  If however you have sought that true identity, that Comforter, that Christ, that God-experience just to bask in the experience itself, just to commune with that Presence for no other reason than the joy, the inner peace, the beauty of experiencing that Presence, then you have come to the right place.  And these tools will give that to you.  As for the other things they shall be added in their own good way and in a way you know not of.  So for you then, this is meat and meat indeed.  And I have meat for those that are looking for meat. 
 So the tools are to go into your inner temple and give this person you are looking at, whether out here or yourself, give this person, this human, any name you like so long as you recognize it is nothing and then drop it.  Become as still as you can.  Listen, be receptive, let the risen Christ come forth and reveal Itself.  Let the I within you flow out.  Just simply be and let I be and I will reveal all that the Father has.  For I am in the Father and the Father is in me and I am in thee and thou are in me and we are all one, one, and I am the Comforter.  

And as you go about your daily activity, practice unseeing any human being, whether close to you or whether distant, whether a good friend, a relative, practice unseeing anyone in the flesh.  Henceforth know you no one in the flesh.  Give them any name you like so long as you recognize they are nothing.  And see that I am there.  I am the only Presence, I, Spirit am living Myself, everywhere.  Where is that temple not made with hands?  Everywhere.  Omnipresence is right here right now.  Omnipresence.  And I am that.  These are the principles, this is the meat.

I am the resurrection. Not tomorrow, not yesterday, right now, I am the resurrected Christ.  Have I been so long a time with you and you have not known me?  This is the way to know me.  Henceforth know no one after the flesh and cease ye from any life whose breath is in its nostrils and I will come forth and reveal My Self.  I will take over and you will know within yourself, silently, I live, yet not I, Christ liveth my life.  Christ the Infinite, Christ the Eternal, Christ the Immortal, Christ the Divine, Christ the Presence of the living God Almighty.
If I go not away, the Comforter will not come.  Unless you die, you cannot be born again.  Unless you lose your life, you will never find it.  But wait!  I stand at the door right now.  Will you lay down your life?  Will you lay down the human sense of life everywhere so that I may be revealed everywhere?  So that I may come in and sup with you, so that I may come in and live you? If so be that the Spirit dwelleth in you, then are you the Christ of God.  

So that was how the message unfolded this week in my inner temple.  That was what I heard as I listened within to the Comforter who teaches us all about Itself.  And that Comforter and I are one.  And that Comforter and you are one.  That Comforter and all is one and I within you am that one.

Father, we thank you that you have revealed these things in us and that I stand revealed.

